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All Bears Healthy 


All players on the Bears’ roster will be healthy for the 
NEC Championship. DT Dan Hampton sustained a gash 
in his hand vs. the Giants but returned to the lineup. 


Extensive Playoff Coverage 


The next issue of the BEAR REPORT will go to press 
on Tuesday, January 14. BEAR REPORT editor Mark 
Friedlander, reporter Wally Gullick, columnist Dick Gon- 
ski and photographer Jonathan Daniel will all be on hand 
at Soldier Field next Sunday to provide complete cover- 
age of the Bears-Rams NFC Championship game. The is- 
sue will also include a detailed preview of Super Bow! XX. 


By 


Buffone 


Kickoff Coverage Must Improve 


There is only one thing that worries me as the Bears 
approach next Sunday's NFC Championship Game vs. the 
Rams. That is kickoff coverage. 

It is easy to overlook something like this during a great 
season like the Bears are having. When a team wins 15 
regular season games and shuts out its opponent in the 
divisional playoffs, it’s hard to find fault with that club. But 
kickoff coverage could develop into a serious problem vs. 
the Rams. = 

THERE IS NO doubt Ron Brown is the most dangerous 
kick returner in the NFL. He returned two for touchdowns 
vs. the Packers this season and also brought one back 
all the way vs. the 49ers in a crucial contest in Decem- 
ber. All it takes is one long return to break a game wide 
open. 

The Bears cannot afford to give the Rams great field 
position in this game. If the Rams get the ball near the 
50-yard line all of the time, Eric Dickerson will have a field 
day. The Rams will never be forced to pass. 

The only solution to avoiding this problem is better ex- 
ecution on the coverage team. Squib kickoffs are not the 
answer. The Bear defense will be deadly\if the Rams get 
the ball inside their 20-yard line after every kickoff. But 
the defense will be on the ropes if the Rams take it out 
to midfield all of the time. 

IF THE BEARS do well on kickoff coverage, | am con- 
vinced they will have'no problem with the Rams. | realize 
Dickerson had a great game against them last season, 
but the Bears’ defense is much improved since then. Just 
ask Joe Morris how difficult it is to run against the Bears. 


am convinced no opponent can defeat the Bears by 
keeping the ball on the ground ail day. The Rams seem 
to love doing this and they got away with it vs. Dallas. But 
not this time. Remember last year, Dan Hampton:and Wil- 
ber Marshall were not in the lineup at Anaheim. Their 
presence this time will make a difference. 

If the Bears execute like they did vs. the Giants, | don’t 
even think this game will be close. Jim McMahon looks 
like he is in fine form and-so do his main receivers. Both 
Willie Gault and Dennis McKinnon showed the nation last 
Sunday they can get the job done. 

The great thing about the way the Bears attacked the 
Giants is they used all of the weapons in their arsenal. 
They just didn’t rely on Walter Payton and a couple of 
receivers. They got the ball to the tight ends and to Den- 
nis Gentry on a key down. They kept the powerful Giant 
defense off balance. If Kevin Butler would have been more 
‘on target, this game would have been a murder. 

There is no doubt weather will piay a role in Sunday's 
contest. If the weather is bad, the Rams may not even get 
off the bus. Even the Bears and Giants had problems cop- 
ing with the wind last Sunday. The Rams won't know what 
to do if it’s snowing and the windchill is -20. 


Doug's Playoff Picks 
BEARS by TWELVE over RAMS 
‘Super Bow! here they come! = 


PATRIOTS by THREE over DOLPHINS 
A team of destiny. 
Doug's Playoff record: 6-0 vs. the final point spreads! 


QUARTERBACK JIM McMAHON (left) and tackle Jim Covert celebrate with a head butt after the Bears’ second touch- 
down last Sunday. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
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Bear Defense Destroys the Giants 


One More Stop ‘Til the Super Bowl 


By Mark Friedlander 
Editor 

All of the skeptics felt things had been too easy for the 
Bears this season. 

These people pointed out how the Bears walked away 
with their division race and clinched the home field ad- 
vantage throughout the playoffs with three games remain- 
ing in the regular season. They wondered how the Bears 
would respond once the playoffs began. 

“DURING THE LAST half of the season, all we heard 
was ‘The Bears have hit their stride and they're going 
downhill, and the Giants are going uphill and will be tough 
to beat.’ That kind of talk is great for us,’ said DT Dan 
Hampton. “It's a catalyst for us to build on for a game like 
this. Today we played with the same intensity we played 
with for most of the year. This was just a hard-fought 
contest.” 

The intensity level Hampton spoke of enabled the Bears 
to shut out the Giants, 21-0, before 62,076 screaming fans 
at frigid Soldier Field. The victory sends the Bears into next 
week's NFC Championship vs. the Los Angeles Rams. 
That contest will be played at Soldier Field on Sunday, 
January 12 at 11:30 a.m. CST, 

“We worked hard for this football game today,’ said 
head coach Mike Ditka. ‘‘Maybe another day it would be 
different, but today it was our game. They (the Giants) had 
to.come ifto our own backyard. We like to play in our own 
backyard. It makes a difference.” 

THE VICTORY WAS vintage Bear football. They con- 
trolled the clock on offense, established the running game, 
came up with big pass plays when needed, dominated on 
defense, shut down the opposing rushing attack and drove 


* the opposing quarterback crazy. 


“You've got to love our defense,”’ said Ditka. “Buddy 
(Ryan) did an outstanding job with them. It was an out- 
standing job of coaching.’ 

As usual, DE Richard Dent was the main force of the 
Bears’ defense. He recorded 31 of the six sacks the Bears 
registered against New York quarterback Phil Simms. He 
also led the Bears in tackles with 61: 


“I CAN'T SAY enough about Richard’s ability,’ said 
Ditka. 

“Dent is a great football player,” said LB Mike Single- 
tary. ‘‘He is hard to stop on the rush.” 

Dent said the key to his success was the Bear defense 
shutting down the Giants’ potent rushing attack. Little Joe 
Morris, who had been on a Hall of Fame pace in recent 
weeks, was no factor in the contest. He started off well 
but wound up with only 32 yards on 12 carries. He got just 
two yards in the second half. 


“OUR MAIN CONCERN was cutting Morris off and 
keeping the ball out of his hands,’’ said Dent. ‘‘That’s their 


, bread and butter. If you take away their bread and butter 


and make them do something they’re not good at, that 
puts'us on the right track.”” 

That track led to Simms, who when not being sacked, 
threw the ball like a green rookie. He completed just 14 
of 35 passes for 209 yards. The 60 yards lost in sacks gave 
New York just 149 net yards passing. And they compiled 
only 32.yards on the ground for a net total of 181. 

On the other hand, the Bears’ offense displayed its 
greatest balance in weeks. The Bears compiled 363 yards 


Continued Page 12 


DEFENSIVE END RICHARD Dent (95) sacked Phil Simms 3/2 times last Sunday. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


BEAR FANS prepare yourself for DRAFT DAY! 
OURLAD can provide you with that extra EDGE! 
subscribe NOW! THE computerized draft service 


OURLADs GUIDE TO THE NFL DRAFT — 1986 


\s the Running-Back situation as good and deep as is being speculated? Will the right developmental Quarterback be there? Is it the year for 
Offensive Linemen or are they all suspect? Who are the Wide-Receivers? 


PREVIEW (late Feb.) surveys about 500 prospects in a POSITIONAL Directory with indexes by ALPHABET, SCHOOL, and 


RATING. Also, OURLAD SPEAKS and a DRAFT PROJECTION (at least one round). 
FINAL (late Apr.) will update over 800 prospects, provide final ratings in format as described above, and will project all 12 rounds 
of the draft. 


‘name 


PREVIEW $8.00 


street 


FINAL $9.50. 


city/state/zip 


or BOTH $15.60 


send check or money order to: 


OURLAD's Guides... 2 Somerset Drive, Willingboro, NJ 08046 
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Bears-Giants Official Stats 


SCORING SUMMARY Tkd. 
New York Giants. : m= 0 PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. Yds. TD LG 
Chicago Bears... — 21 Simms........... 35 14 «209 660 600 33 
1 - Bears: Gayle, 5 yard punt return (Butler, 
3 - Bears: MeKinnon, 28-yard pass from McMahon (Butler, kick) (5-41) PASS RECEIVING No. Yds, LG 
3 - Bears: McKinnon, 20-yard pass from McMahon (Butler, kick) (3-64) Carpenter 3 24 16 
WEATHER; Sunny, 73% humidity, 14° temperature, wind west at 13 mph. Bavaro... 4 36 a 
ATTENDANCE: 62,076 (tickets distributed 65,790; unused 3,954) Time Adams .. 3 65 (31 
2:53. Johnson : at i 
McConkey 
FINAL TEAM STATISTICS Caine 3 eG 
Giants Beals B. Williams .. 1 3333 
ae Eel DOWNS ............ eee, Ww He INTERCEPTIONS 
y Rushing 53 None 
By Passing. . Riese 8 8 
Ald HS) cata are Etro o PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. in20 LG 
THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY .......... 012 746 anda 9 enadd 06h... ae ani 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY ............. 0-2 00 
ior Pipes Bora Geet nee i81 363 PUNT RETURNS 3 ES a 
E Conk 
(Inc. times passing)...............- fv eS: 65 Keone Sai Baal? vO 3 0 0 
Av. Gain per Off. Play boodoa nda eS 5.6 *Touchback << «leet makes 1 0 0 
NET YARDS RUSHING ene 32 147 
Total Rushing Plays . Faure 14 44 KICKOFF RETURNS No. Yds. LG 
Av. Gain Per Rush. Play Ede ie tes 23 3.3 Rouson . 4 he og 2 5842 
pa Seetgiae cee oe 149 216 Hasselbeck . 1 20 2 
- I haa 1 17 
Yas. Lost Att, To Pass ....... Ge ECan OO care 
Gross Yds. Passing................-... 209 216 
PASS ATT. — COMP. — 
HAD INTERCEPTED. . wgec --. 85440 21-11-0 Grenat 
Av. Gain Per Pass Play Seana ce 
(Inc. times thrown passing)............ 3.6 10.3 Ard ~ 
PUNTS — NO. AND AV. ..... z 938.1 6-37.3 
Had Blocked ..... peaeerertte ae i} 0 
TOTAL RET. YARDAGE 104 48 
No. and Yds, Punt Ret. 29 6-27 
No. and Yds. KO Returns 4951.21 apa 
No. and Yds. Interc. Ret. 0-0 0-0 Suhey oe ae 
PENALTIES — NO. AND YDS. .. 4-25, 2:20 McMahon 
FUMBLES — NO. AND LOST 3 00 Thomas: 7 
TOUCHDOWNS, : 0 3 McKinnon 2s TIGHT END TIM Wrightman gains 46 yards on a pass from 
Rushing . 0 0 Gentry Jim McMahon. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
Passing . 0 2 ual ‘ e 
Retdrns «se scwerne 0 1 Lu 
EXTRA POINTS MADE — ATT, 0 8633 tae 7 SES SE i ae 4 
FGMADE—ATT............ 4 03 Wightman... 1.2 
TIME OF POSSESSION... 87:14 PASS RECEIVING Yds. LG 1D INTERCEPTIONS 
Payton... tate 4 4 0 None 
FINAL INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS seis #8 2 : 
New York Giants Ne tee Suhey 5 3 0 Continued Page 16 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain 
Morris .. ae Brg ee 52), 2. emt 
Williams. . 1 sO) 8.006) 
Galbreath 1 F558 29.0 9) 


BEAR CRUISE! 


SAIL WITH CHICAGO BEAR PLAYERS 
DANHAMPTON WALTER PAYTON 
MIKE SINGLETARY REVIE SOREY 


FEBRUARY 22 — MARCH 1, 1986 
MEXICAN RIVIERA WITH PRINCESS CRUISES 


from $1,355 inclusive 
per person based on double occupancy 
Sail on a luxurious Princess Cruises “LOVE 
BOAT” with some of your favorite Bears players. 
Cruise the Mexican Riviera with stops at Puerto 
Vallarta, Mazatlan, and Cabo San Lucas: 
What's included in your cruise. . . 
“Round Trip Air Fare (Chicago-Los Angeles-Chicago) 
“Airport Transfers in Los Angeles to the Pier 
“All Port Taxes 
“All Meals on Board 
AND AT NO EXTRA COST: 
* Souvenir Football per cabin 
*Lectures and Highlight Films by Bear players 
*Welcome bottle of Champagne in Cabin 
“Memorable Cruise Travel Bag 
*Private Party on Board with Bear players 
CLUBS, ORGANIZATIONS, SPECIAL INTEREST 
GROUPS OR INDIVIDUAL REQUESTS WELCOMED. 
For complete details, please call or write Joe Antimuro at: 
THE TRAVEL AGENCY, Inc. 


101 North Wacker Drive, Suite 245 . . 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 NEW YORK RUN? 


(312) 853-1073 by Jonathan Daniel) 


= 


ING back Joe Morris (20) found little running room after the opening series. (Bear Report photo 
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Special Teams May Decide the Outcome Sunday 


With both teams coming off shutout playoff wins, it would 
seem that the Bears and Rams contest this Sunday will 
be a defensive struggle. That's exactly why you'll proba- 
bly see a lot of points in the NFC title game. 

If there is a key to the game, it’s probably the play of 
the special teams on both sides, especially that of the 
Rams. They ranked #1 in the NFL in punt returns and #2 
in the NFL in'kickoff returns during the regular season. 
Henry Ellard is a definite threat on special teams as well 
as from his wide receiver spot. 

THE PLAYOFF GAMES we see every year usually turn 
on one or two key plays and they usually occur on punts, 
kickoffs or field goals. Add to that the wind chill in Soldier 
Field next weekend and you've got the makings of turnover 
city. At kickoff time against the Giants, the wind chill fac- 
tor was -13°. 

Against the Giants, the turning point was a completely 
missed punt by the Giants’ Sean Landeta in the first quart- 
er. Shaun Gayle scooped up the wind-blown pigskin and 
raced five yards into the end zone. With the Bears’ defense 
teeing off, and with Richard Dent leading the way, that 
was all the scoring the Bears needed. I’ve seen wind-blown 
punts fumbled but rarely has a drop by the punter been 
blown severely enough to completely miss the kicker's 
foot. 

Bear punter Maury Buford was sympathetic to Lande- 
ta’s misfortune saying, ‘‘He showed a lot of character com- 
ing back after that and getting off some solid kicks.” 

GAYLE SAID THE ball grazed Landeta’s foot, but in the 
ex-Buckeye’s words, ‘‘The winds were really swirling.” 
Gayle continued: “It was a shot in the arm when we need- 
ed it, but the touchdown to Dennis McKinnon was the big- 
gest play of the game.” Gayle meant the first of 
McKinnon’s two touchdowns. 

Offensive tackle Jim Covert didn’t miss the significance 
of the play by the special teams. ‘‘They've gotten some 
criticism but they came up with the big play when they 
had to,” he said. 

You can bet that the Rams will be trying to strip the ball 
on punts and kickoffs because they do it so well. Vince 
Newsome recovered a fumble after Eric Dickerson’s first 

touchdown last:Saturday and that set up a field goal, giv- 


ing the Rams a 13-0 lead in their 20-0 win over Dallas. 
Newsome later forced a fumble on a punt return which 
was recovered by Tony Hunter. 

THE RAMS’ SPECIAL teams excel at giving its dull 
offense great field position. Then they watch Dickerson 
run, sometimes for as many as 248 yards like he did last 
week. That broke an NFL playoff record held by Jim 
Brown. 

The Rams have allowed only 16 pdints per game in 17 
contests this year. But they lost to the New York Giants 


~~ Dick 
| Gonski 


at the Meadowlands 24-19 on November from LA-LA land 
don’t like to play in cold weather. Notice for instance that 
USC NEVER plays at Notre Dame late in the year. It’s in 
their contract. The Rams have encountered all kinds of 
trouble in cold weather playoff games over the years, es- 
pecially in Minnesota before the Dome. 

The cold weather is one thing. Another is the fact that 
the Rams were 5-3 on the road this year. It would be a 
smart move for the Rams to come to Chicago on Wed- 
nesday or Thursday and get some practice time under 
game conditions that are likely to prevail on Sunday. 

THE MAJOR DISAPPOINTMENT in the Giants’ win was 
Kevin Butler's 0-3 performance. Butler was the most dis- 
appointed. 


“There’s no excuse for missing like that,’ he said. “| 
mis-hit one real bad, and I'm glad it didn’t cost us any- 
thing.” The Georgia rookie was relieved to get the first 
NFL playoff game under his belt. On kickoffs he did what 
he intended, despite how it may have looked. ‘My kick- 
offs went as planned. As soon as you got the ball up into 
the air, the wind just pushed it down. So we kicked to about 
the 20 and let a linebacker handle the ball. 

“The Rams are a great kickoff return team, but they ha- 
ven't played up here yet,"’ Butler continued. Just guess- 
ing, but it would appear to be in the plans to kick short 
with spin on the ball, hoping for a fumble recovery. The 
Rams can stay in the game and even beat opponents with 
their special teams play, so why play into their hands? 

The Bears played the entire game against the Gianis 
without a turnover which is remarkable when you consider 
how cold and windy it was last Sunday. A repeat perfor- 
mance is essential next Sunday. 

BUFORD, THE OTHER half of the Bears’ kicking tan- 
dem, said he'll watch films of the Rams this week and 
figure out how to approach his punting responsibility. 

This game figures to hinge on turnovers. The Giants 
killed their chances early with a fumble by Rob Carpenter 
and Landeta’s flub. The Jets self-destructed against the 
New England Patriots, and so did the Raiders. In playoff 
competition, the hitting is intense and fumbles, intercep- 
tions and drops frequently decide these games. That'll 
probably happen Sunday too. 

If the Bears play mistake-free football, and if the kick- 
ers do reasonably well in windy Soldier Field, this team 
should be on its way to its first Super Bow! in the long his- 
tory of this franchise. 


Back Issues Available 


Back issues are available for all 1985 issues of the 
BEAR REPORT. The cost is $2.00 a copy. To order a par- 
ticular issue (or issues), please send a check or money 
order in the proper amount to: BEAR REPORT BACK |S- 
SUES, 1271 W. Dundee Rd., Box 89E, Buffalo Grove, IL 
60089. 


DENNIE & RAE NORTON’S 
“Shop Where the Pros Shop” 


SPORTS ARENA 


x Official Bears Starter Jackets 
from $74.95 

x* Authentic Bears Pro Line Products 
from $15.95 

* We Stock More Bears Items Than Any 


Of The Other Guys!! 


DENNIE & RAE CONGRATULATE THE 
15-1 NFC CENTRAL 
DIVISION CHAMPION CHICAGO BEARS 
ON A FINE 1985 SEASON! 


FOR INFORMATION CALL 312-748-0051 


LINCOLN MALL ¢ ORLAND PARK PLACE ¢ LOUIS JOLIET MALL 
MATTESON, IL ORLAND PARK, IL JOLIET, IL 


WALTER PAYTON RUSHED for 93 yards on 27 carries vs. th Gi: 
photo by Jonathan Daniel ie 
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Dent Leads Defense 


By Wally Gullick os 
BEAR REPORT Staff é 

With Richard Dent lining up as if he were a sprinter 
charging out of the blocks, the Bears really didn’t need 
to top the services of a city ally that has been immortal- 
ized in folklore. 

But not to be denied of its chance to howl, the gusting 
Chicago “‘hawk”’ soared above the rim of Soldier Field and 
provided not only the trigger, but also the insurance the 
Bears needed to deal the wild-card surviving Giants an 
early exit last Sunday. For-it was the “hawk’’ that snake- 
bit Giants punter Sean Landeta and put the Bears out in 
front 7-0. 

JUST AS LANDETA dropped the ball and was about 
to kick it, the ball wobbled off the right side of his foot and 
Chicago’s Shaun Gayle scooped up the belated Christ- 
mas gift for the first of three Bear touchdowns in their 21-0 
blitzing of the visitors. 

“That is something that has never happened to me be- 
fore. The wind just took it. | dropped the ball and saw it 
start to move to the right,” said Landeta, whose lost bat- 
tle to the wind marked the difference in the scoring for the 
first half. 

Dent and company made sure the 7-0 lead would be 
held intact when they stifled New. York in the last 30 se- 
conds of the half with a goal line stand that turned the Gi- 
ants away with no points after they set up shop with a first 
and goal at the two. 

NEVER WOULD THE Giants get another chance. They 
failed to register a first down on all 12 of their third down 
plays and never crossed the sticks in the entire third 
quarter. ‘ 

“The Giants really seemed baffled, like they didn’t know 
what was going on out there,” said Pro Bowler Otis Wil- 
son. But then he could easily understand why the Giants 
would find such difficulty. 

“When you've got a lot of guys coming at you, you don’t 
know which way to go. For Simms, the best place for him 
to go was down and that’s what he did,” noted Wilson. 

SIMMS WAS SACKED six times for losses totaling 60 
yards, with Dent burying him for 38 yards. The sacks don’t 
reveal the total picture of the top-ranked Bear defense 
which was credited with nine passes defended and it 


forced Simms to hurry his delivery on five other plays. 

But Mike Singletary says the defense can still improve. 

“The best is yet to come. We've yet to play at our best,” 
said Singletary. His recovery of Rob Carpenter's fumble 
on the Giants’ first series doused the early spark New York 
had gained with three big plays at the outset. Wilber Mar- 
shall stripped Carpenter of the ball at midfield, and other 
than their last-minute drive of the half, New York never 
had a chance to gain any momentum. 

“| THINK THAT fumble bothered us because it came 
in the first drive where we seemed to be in control of do- 
ing what we needed to do,”’ noted Giants’ guard Chris 
Godfrey. , 7 

Since the Bear offense was never able to take advan- 
tage of the opportunities created by the defense in the first 
half, the goal line stand in the closing seconds became 
an even bigger factor. For had New York's Eric Shubert 
not failed to make an 18-yard field goal, and Landeta not 
botched a punt from his own end zone, the Giants would 
have owned a 3-0 lead at the intermission. 

Bears’ quarterback Jim McMahon, who tossed two se- 
cond half touchdown passes to Dennis McKinnon against 
the wind, stepped aside from the spotlight when it came 
time for taking a bow. 

“THE DEFENSE WAS this game. We were up in.the 
first half and didn’t do a thing. | mean they had a first down 
at the two and couldn’t score against us. Our defense just 
dominated,’ said McMahon. 

What McMahon's two scoring strikes did accomplish 
though, in addition to lighting up the scoreboard, was to 
allow Buddy Ryan to turn his defensive dogs loose on the 
seemingly helpless Simms. 

“The Bears’ rush was nothing out of the ordinary,” said 
Simms with a grin, which told you it really was one of the 
best he has ever been subjected to. 

“THE BASIS OF their defense is good talent. We wer- 
en’t confused, but we did get up physically. What their rush 
did was deny me from having all day to throw. Our 
receivers weren't getting open as well as we thought and 
several times | just had to throw it away,” added Simms. 

What does this breed of monsters in the '80’s have 
planned for next week's showdown with the Rams which 
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ee DENNIS MeKinnon (85) had his most productive game in months. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan 
anie| 


RICHARD DENT WAS a nemesis of Phil Simms all after- 
noon. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


Plays Let Butler Off the Hook 


By Wally Gullick 
BEAR REPORT Staff 

You'd have trouble believing the Bears were headed for 
their second straight appearance in the NFC Champion- 
ship Game if the only person you noticed in the locker 
room was rookie placekicker Kevin Butler after the Bears’ 
21-0 victory over the Giants last Sunday. 

The league’s scoring leader for the season, thanks to 
22 consecutive field goals from inside the 40, faltered on 
three attempts vs. the Giants and wouldn't subscribe to 
the swirling wind as an excuse. 

“IT SHOULD BE automatic for me from that close, 
there's just no excuse,” sighed Butler. “{t doesn’t matter 
how hard the wind was blowing. | just shouldn't have 
missed it.” 

Booting kicks wide to the left from 26 and 38 yards, Bu- 
tler also failed from 48 yards. But all three were against 
a vicious cross wind. 

“I failed to do my job and I’m just lucky it didn’t hurt 
us today,” added Butler, who had he been on target, would’ 
have given the Bears a 13-0 lead at the intermission. |n- 
stead they were fighting for their lives to keepa 7-0 edge. 

BUT ON A DAY that was better suited for ice fishing 
than it was kicking a rock-hard football, quarterback Jim 
McMahon made the most of blitzing Giant linebackers to 
burn the New Yorkers with the pass. 

Ona pair of third quarter scoring drives, McMahon-found 
wide open receivers Dennis Gentry and Tim Wrightman 
for strikes of 41 and46 yards respectively, before connect- 
ing with Dennis McKinnon for two touchdown passes from 
23 and 20 yards away. 

“| prefer a blitzing defense, as long as we block them. 
Blitzing our club is going to leave key receivers with either 
defensive back in position to try and cover our people one- 
on-one. Given that situation, we're going to produce,"” said 
McMahon. 

McKINNON, A FORGOTTEN man in the Bear attack 
after catching seven touchdowns in the first eight games 
and then being silenced in the remaining contests, relished 
the chance to contribute. 

“It was just a matter f time that we'd start making some 
big plays, something we haven’t done for the past five or 


Continued Page 16 
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THE GIANTS’ DEFENSE did a good job of containing Walter Payton. (Bear Report photo SAFETY GARY FENCIK sacks quarterback Phil Simms on a fourth-down play in the fourth 
by Jonathan Daniel) quarter. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


DEFENSIVE END RICHARD Dent made life miserable for New York quarterback Phil Simms. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


986 


January 


Chicago Bear Report 


Los Angeles Rams vs. Chicago Bears 


Rams’ 
Numerical Roster 


L.A. 


No, Player Pos. H.-W. Age, ‘Yr. College 

1 Mike Lanstord PK «6D 183.274 Washington 

3 Dale Hatcher P 62 200 2 A Clemson 

5. Dieter Brock 08 = 6019534. —=— OR acksonvile St. 

8 Steve Dis 08 = G1 181-37. Stanford 

9 Jett Kemp 08 61 201 6 5 Dartmouth 

20. Johnnie Jotinson Ss 61 183 «29 Texas 

21 Nolan Cromwel s 61 200-9. Kansas 

22 Vince Newsome s 61 179 28 «3. Washington 

25 * Jeny Gray CB CGT «183 BR Texas 

2 Gary Green CB S11 181 Bayfor 

23 Erie Dickerson RE 63218 53 SMU 

30 Barry Redden RB «510 205-25 4‘~Richmond 

33. Charles White Pa S10 «190 «SS USC 

47 LeRoy Invin CB S11 188-28 Kansas 

48 Tim Fox s 511 186 ©3210 Ohio Sate 

50 Jim Colins 1B 62S Syracuse 

54 Mike Wilcher 1B 63-53. North Carolina 

55. Carl Ekein 1B 639. San dose St 

$6 Doug Smith c 63 253-28 «= Bowling Green 

57 Jim Laughin 1B G1 TB (Ohio St 

58 Mel Owens 1B 62-2428. S. Michigan 

59° Mark Jerue 1B «63.223. «-25.— 3 Washington 

60 Dennis Harah G 65 285 «32 Miami Fla) 

61. Tony Slaton c 64 USC 

62. Bill Bain T 6s 85 USC 

68 Dennis Hartson DE 68-280 2] Vander 

69 Greg Meisner NT 63 253 6 5. Pittsburgh 

70 Charles Dedurnett NT 64D. 1D. San dose St 

71 Reggie Doss DE 64283. Be B_-Hampton inst 

72 Kent Hill G 65 282-28 7 Georgia Tech 

75 Iv Pankey T 64 267 HG Penn SL 

71 Gary Jeter De 64 mH USE 

78 Jackie Slater T 64 ria) ci 10 Jackson St 

80 Henry Ellard WR BY 170238. Fresno St 

81 David Hil TE 622403110. Texas ABl 

82 Bobby Duckworth WR 63 196 264 Arkansas. 

83 James McDonald TE G4 8ST 

87 Tony Hunter TE 64758. Notre Dame 

88 Michael Young WR 11853. RCUGLA 

89 Ron Brown WR S11 181 24 2 Arizona St. 

90 Ed Brady LB 62 28 a 2) Mlinois 

91 Kevin Greene (8 63 BR Autumn 

93 Doug Reed 10E 63-505. San Diego St 

98 Shawn Miler NT 64-55 HZ (Utah St 
COACHING STAFF 


HEAD COACH: John Robinson 
ASSISTANTS: Larry Brooks, Lew Erber. Marv Goux. Gil Haskell. Hudson Houck, Steve Shaler, Fritz 
Shumut, Bruce Snyder, Norval Tuner, Fred Whittingham, 


S Nolan Cromwell 


WR Henry Ellard 


Sunday, January 12 
Soldier Field 


Chicago, Illinois 
11:30 a.m. CST 


peers 
QUARTERBACK DIETER BROCK 


By Bear Report Staff 

Following their impressive victory over the Giants 
at Soldier Field last Sunday, the Bears didn’t have 
much time to celebrate because the Los Angeles 
Rams are coming to town next Sunday. 

The Bears will host the Rams in the first NFC 
Championship Game ever played in Chicago. The 
contest will begin at 11:30 a.m. CST and will be tel- 
evised live nationally via CBS (WBBM-Channel 2 in 
Chicago). The game will also be broadcast nation- 
ally via the NBC Radio Network. It can, be heard 
throughout the midwest on the WGN (720 AM) 
Bears’ radio network. 

IT IS NO SURPRISE that the Rams and Bears will 
be battling each other for a trip to the Super Bowl. 
These two clubs had the best records in the NFC 
during the regular season. Both teams have excel- 
lent defenses and strong rushing attacks. 

“They've got good people and a great coach,” 
says Bears’ head coach Mike Ditka. ‘‘He (John 
Robinson) doesn’t try to impress people. He does 
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P Dale Hatcher 


Chicago Bears’ 
Numerical Roster 


No, Player Pos, HL WL. Age Yh, College 

4 Steve Fuller 0B 64195287 Chemson 

6 Kevin Butler K 61 24 OR Geomgia 

8 Maury Bulord P 60 191 «25 Texas Tech 

9) Jim MoMahon 0B 6110 HBV 

18 Mike Tomezak ~ OB «= 6t_195 SACO St. 

21 Leslie Frazier cB 60 187 6 5 Acorn St 

2 Dave Duerson $ 61 «3. Noho Dame 

2 Shaun Gaye o8 SIT 13 «B.S Ohio St. 

28 Matt Suney FB OBAT 6G Penn St 

27 Mike Richardson cB 6018848: Atzona St 

2 Dennis Gentry PB 58) 181 28 Baylor 

31 Thomas Sanders PR «S11 203,23 Texas ABM, 

31 Ken Taylor CB 61185 tA (Oregon St 

33 Calvin Thomas FB S11 25 24 hina 

34 Waker Payton RB S10. 202311 dachson St 

45 Gary Fencik s 6 196 o 10 Yale 

48 Reggie Philips DB «510170, S Methodist 

50 Mike Singletary 1B B08 HS. Bair 

51 Jim Morisey 1B 63.15 Michigan 

52. Cif Thi 1B B17. ELL Obiahoma 

55 Otis Wison (B62 Lousvilo 

51 Tom Thayer GC 64 «TBR Notre Dame 

$8 Wilber Marshal 1B 6125 aida 

59 Ron RWvera 1B 6839. Calilornin 

8) Tom Andrews O64 87h Lome 

62 Mark Bort G 66 29k Lom 

83) Jay Hilgenderg c A) i) cy 5 lowa 

70 Henry Wachter DT 86S. Naika 

71. Andy Frederick T 6G 285-31 NewMexico 

72 Weim Perry pT «SSH Clemson 

73." Mike Hartensing DE «325k 3211-~Pennsyvania St 

74 dim Covert T 64 MH itsburgh 

75. Stefan Humphries 6 63 263.23 Michigan 

76 Stove McMichael, DT 62 28D. Teas 

78 Keth Van Home i 66 07S USC 

8 Tim Wightman TE 63237, HSS’ CUCLA 

8 Ken Margerum WR 60180254” Stanford 

&% Wile Gaut WA, 60 178-24. Tennessee 

85 Dennis NoKinnon WR 611853. Florida Sh 

86 Brad Anderson WR «62198 2h_ 2 Atizona 

87 Emery Moorehead TE 62 220 31 «9 Colorado 

89 Keith Ontego WR 60180, McNeese. 

95 Richard Dent DE = 85283.) Tenmessee St 

$8 Tyrone Keys DE «BT 67,2 Misisippi St 

93 Dan Hampton oT 6S rT kansas 
COACHING STAFF 


HEAD COACH Mike Ditka 
ASSISTANTS: Jn Dooley, Dale Haupt, Ed Hughes, Steve Kazor, Jim LaRue, Ted Plumb, Jotinny ean, 
Buddy Ryan, Dick Stantl. 


TE Tony Hunter CB LeRoy Irvin 


& 
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RUNNING BACK ERIC Dickerson set a playoff record ys. the Cowboys by rushing for 248 yi 


by Spencer Pendergrass) 


Los Angeles vs. Chicago Lineups 


Ce 

ee NTG 
RE 
LOLB 
LILB 
RILB 
ROLB 
Lc 
RC 
Ss 
FS 


Rams’ Defense 


93 Doug Reed, 68 Dennis Harrison 

70 Charies DeJurnett, 98 Shawn Miller 
71 Reggie Doss, ,77 Gary Jeter 

58 Mel Owens, 91 Kevin Greene 

55 Carl Ekern, 99 Ed Brady 

50 Jim Collins, 59 Mark Jerue 

54 Mike Wilcher, 91 Kevin Greene 

27 Gary Green, 25 Jerry Gray 

47 LeRoy Irvin, 26 Eric Harris 

21 Nolan Cromwell, 26 Eric Harris 

20 Johnnie Johnson, 22 Vince Newsome 


‘Rams’ Offense 


80 Henry Ellard, 88 Michael Young 

89 Ron Brown, 82 Bobby Duckworth 

75 Irv Pankey, 62 Bill Bain 

72 Kent Hill, 67 Duval Love 

56 Doug Smith, 61 Tony Slaton 

60 Dennis Harrah, 61 Tony Slaton 
78 Jackie Slater, 62 Bill Bain 

81 David Hill, 87 Tony Hunter 

87 Tony Hunter, 30 Barry Redden 
5 Dieter Brock, 9 Jeff Kemp 

29 Eric Dickerson, 30 Barry Redden 


Rams’ Specialists 


Pp 
PK 
PR 
KR 
H 

LS 


3 Dale Hatcher 

1 Mike Lansford, 3 Dale Hatcher 
80 Henry Ellard, 20 Johnnie Johnson 
89 Ron Brown, 33 Charles White 

8 Steve Dils, 21 Nolan Cromwell 
90 Ed Brady 


= 


Bears’ Offense 


83 Willie Gault, 82 Ken Margerum 
74 Jim Covert, 71 Andy Frederick 
62 Mark Bortz, 75 Stefan Humphries 
63 Jay Hilgenberg, 60 Tom Andrews 
57 Tom Thayer, 75 Stefan Humphries 
78 Keith Van Horne, 71 Andy Frederick 
87 Emery Moorehead, 80 Tim Wrightman 
34 Walter Payton, 29 Dennis Gentry 
26 Matt Suhey, 33 Calvin Thomas 
9 Jim McMahon, 4 Steve Fuller 
85 Dennis McKinnon, 86 Brad Anderson 


Bears’ Defense 


99 Dan Hampton, 73 Mike Hartenstine 
76 Steve McMichael, 72 William Perry 
72 William Perry, 89 Dan Hampton 

95 Richard Dent, 98 Tyrone Keys 

55 Otis Wilson, 52 Cliff Thrift 

50 Mike Singletary, 52 Cliff Thrift 

58 Wilber Marshall, 59 Ron Rivera 

22 Dave Duerson, 23 Shaun Gayle 

45 Gary Fencik, 23 Shaun Gayle 

27 Mike Richardson, 48 Reggie Phillips 
21 Leslie Frazier, 31 Ken Taylor 


Bears’ Specialists 


6 Kevin Butler 
8 Maury Buford 
63 Jay Hilgenberg, 57 Tom Thayer 
63 Jay Hilgenberg, 57 Tom Thayer 
4 Steve Fuller, 18 Mike Tomezak 
89 Keith Ortego, 31 Ken Taylor 
83 Willie Gault, 29 Dennis Gentry 
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The Bears are hot after clinching their second con- 
secutive NFC Central title and now have their sights 
set on the Super Bowl at New Orleans! 

For Bear fans everywhere, there is only one 
Publication that gives you exclusive, in-depth 
coverage of the Bears... and their winning ways. 

it's Doug Buffone’s Chicago Bear Report, the 26 
times a year weekly newspaper that's a must for 
every Bear fan. 

if you subscribe today, you’ll get all the Bear 
facts delivered to your home or office. 

Like the Chicago Bears, the BEAR REPORT is 
unrivaled in its league. Subscribe now and find out 
for yourself! . 


4 


BEAR REPORT SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


Chicago Bear Report, 1271 W. Dundee Rd., 
#89E, Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 
(D t-year (26 issues) for only Li2years (52 issues) for only 
$19.95, a BIG 38% $35.95, a BIGGER: 44% 
SAVINGS over the SAVINGS over the 
newsstand price of $32.50 news:.and price of $65.00. 
D) Check here if this is a renewal. 
Delivery by First Class Mail available for $26.00 per year in 
addition to subscription costs. Please enclose this additional 
‘amount with your order, if requesting special handling. 


CO Yes, | want to follow the Bears to the Super Bowl Enter 
my subscription to the BEAR REPORT for the term indicated. 


Name 


Address 


City So, a ee 

Ot enclose payment - check or 
money order 

C)Piease charge my credit card, 

Oi MasterCard CO) visa 


Back Guarantee. 
Ifyouare not 
satisfied, a full refund 


“on the remaining por- 


Card No.. aS =. tion of your subscrip- 
Exp. Date ——— tion will be sent. 
CLIP AND MAIL TODAY! 
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what he has to do to win.” 

There is no question stopping Eric Dickerson will 
be the key to the Bears winning this game. Dicker- 
son went wild in the divisional playoff game vs. the 
Cowboys last Saturday when he set an NFL playoff 
record by rushing for 248 yards. Among his carries 
was a 55-yard romp for a touchdown on the first play 
from scrimmage in the second half, and a 40-yard 
touchdown sweep 56 seconds into the second 
quarter. 

“WE’RE LOOKING FORWARD to playing the 
Rams and Dickerson,” said safety Gary Fencik. 
“Everybody will have to pursue and follow their as- 
signments in order for us to be successful. You don’t 
shut Eric Dickerson down. You /imit him. | hope he 
doesn’t get a lot of big ones.” 

“Eric is a great running back. No question about 
it,” says linebacker Otis Wilson. ‘You can’t let him 
pick his hole. All| can say is we're No. 1 against the 
run. We'll see who the best man wins.” 

While the Bear defense did a great job shutting 
down the Giants’ rushing attack, which is led by Joe 
Morris, they may have a more difficult time vs. the 
Rams because of L.A.’s powerful offensive line. That 
line includes guards Kent Hill and Dennis Harrah, 
and tackles Irv Pankey and Jackie Slater. 

“THE RAMS MAY HAVE a good offensive line, 
but we have a great defensive line,” said DE Richard 
Dent. 

During the regular season, Dickerson rushed for 
1,234 yards on 292 carries, That was well below his 
NFL-record 2,105 yards which he compiled during 
the 1984 campaign. 


“I think a lot of people were disappointed with my 
performance this year,” said Dickerson. “But peo- 
ple have got to understand that you can’t get over 
2,000 yards every year. I'd love to do that, but it’s 
not possible.” 

THE COWBOYS FELT like Dickerson got 2,000 
yards against them in the playoffs. The potent Dal- 
las defense could not stop him. 

“He played as great a game as I’ve ever seen a 
man play,” said Robinson, the third-year head coach 
of the Rams. 

During the regular season, the Rams ranked 14th 
in the NFL in rushing and 28th passing. Their pass- 
ing attack is led by 34-year old rookie quarterback 
Dieter Brock. He played in the Canadian League for 
11 years before crossing the border. He had some 
problems in the early goings this season but came 
on strong and finished third in the NFC in passing 
with a 81.1 rating. He completed 59.7 percent of his 
passes and threw 16 for touchdowns. He was inter- 
cepted 13 times. Ditka hopes the Bear defense can 
take advantage of Brock’s 6-0 height. 

“‘HE’S SHORT AND we hope to make him short- 
er,’”’ Ditka said. 

Brock has some great receivers to throw to. 
Among them are WR Henry Ellard (54 for 811), TE 
Tony Hunter (50 for 562) and WR Ron Brown (14 for 
215). 

During the regular season, the Rams’ defense 
ranked fifth in the NFL, fourth against the run, and 
10th against the pass. The key players in stopping 
the run are linebackers Jim Collins (140 tackles) and 
Carl Ekern (118). The key players in stopping the 
pass are LB Mike Wilcher (122 sacks), DE Gary 
Jeter (11 sacks), CB Gary Green (6 interceptions), 
and LeRoy Irvin (6 interceptions). ‘ 

DURING THE RAMS’ seven-game winning streak 
at the beginning of the season, the defense was awe- 


LINEBACKER CARL EKERN is one of the Rams’ leading tacklers. (Bear Report photo by Spencer Pendergrass) 


some. It was forcing turnovers in droves. But it ran 
into a few:problems during the middle of the cam- 
paign and the Rams dropped four of their next six 
games. But the defense came alive in the closing 
weeks and that effort culminated ina shutout of the 
Cowboys. 

““’m more impressed with the Rams than | was 
going in,” said Dallas quarterback Danny White. “I 
haven't faced a better defense this year, and | played 
against the Bears. It was a very helpless feeling out 


’ there.” White was sacked five times by the Rams 


and was intercepted twice. He probably doesn’t 
remember what the Bears did to him since they 
knocked him out of the game twice. 

There is no doubt the Rams’ return men are the 
most dangerous in the business. Brown returned 
three kickoffs for touchdowns during the regular sea- 
son and Ellard returned one punt for a TD while aver- 
aging 13.5 on 37 returns. The Rams also have a 
great punter in rookie Dale Hatcher. The former 
Clemson star averaged 43.2 this year and is head- 
ed for the Pro Bowl. Placekicker Mike Lansford con- 
nected on 22 of 29 field goals. 

“I know the Rams are going to be ready for us. 
They're hungry too,” said LB Wilber Marshall. “They 
won't worry about the cold weather.” 


SPEEDSTER RON BROWN is always a threat to return a 
kickoff for a touchdown. (Bear Report photo by Spencer 
Pendergrass), 


Fourth-Highest Attendance 


The National Football League 1985 regular season paid 
attendance of 13,343,132, and average of 59,568 are the. 
fourth highest in the league’s 66-year history. 

The 1985 attendance figures are exceeded only by the 
following totals and averages: 1981 — record total of 
13,606,990 and record average 60,745 (224 games); 1984 
— 13,398,112 and 58,813 (224); and 1980 — 13,392,230 
and 59,787 (224). 
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TE 
ADVANTAGE 
BEFORE 


YOU FIND 
YOURSELF 
IN AFX 


Before you ever have to fix a major part or 
component on your car, get The Advantage!" 
It's the most comprehensive mechanical repair 
protection that you can get for your car. 
When you have The Advantage, you never 
have to worry about the high cost of 
automobile mechanical repairs because you 
have these advantages: 

1. Continuous protection that coversthe « 
repair cost of up to 11 major automobile 
components and systems, less deductible, 
with an unlimited number of authorized 
repairs up to the value of your car. 

2. A low deductible means we pay for all 
authorized repairs and you never pay 
more than the $25 deductible per visit. 

3. Direct payment to participating dealers 
means you'll never have to pay a repair 
bill (only the deductible) and then wait for 
reimbursement. When a participating 
dealer makes the authorized repairs, we 
pay them direct. 

4. National coverage offers protection while 
you travel or if you move. We cover , 
authorized repairs anywhere they are per- 
formed in the U.S. or Canada. 

5. Rental, road service and towing protec- 
tion offers to you the convenience of a 
rental car up to five days, plus road ser- 
vice and towing whenever and wherever 
you need them. 

Get The Advantage now, when you purchase 

your new or used car from better Chicagoland 

Automobile Dealers. Down the road, you'll be 

glad you did. 


Administered by Western Diversified Sérvices, Inc. 
P.O. Box 3017, Northbrook, Illinois 60062 
312-272-8300 Outside Illinois Toll Free 800-323-5771 
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total, 147 on the ground and 216 through the air. QB Jim 
McMahon threw two touchdown passes (both to WR Den- 
nis McKinnon) and Walter Payton rushed for 93 yards on 
27 carries. The Bears controlled the clock for 15 more 
minutes than their foes. They did not turn the ball over 
and McMahon was not sacked. 

“WE'VE HAD THE good fortune to control the clock all 
year long,” said Ditka. “‘It’s part of our game plan. We 
play offense to minimize mistakes and to have the highest 
probabilities go in our favor. That’s what we tried to do 
today. If we plug along long enough, we'll make things 
happen. !’m tickled with the balance we had today.” 

Following the opening kickoff, the Giants appeared to 
have the Bear defense on the run. Morris carried the ball 
two times for 19 yards and then Simms connected with 
RB Rob Carpenter on a 16-yard pass. But LB Wilber Mar- 
shall stripped the ball away from Carpenter and Single- 
tary recovered it at the Bear 49. 

“He tried to switch hands on me from his left to his 
right,” said Marshall. ‘He didn’t see me coming. | caught 
up to him and tried to strip the ball away. | didn’t even 
try to tackle him.”” 

THE BEARS DIDN'T take advantage of the good field 
position and had to ‘punt after three carries by Payton. 
Their next drive also ended after three plays. 

Following the second punt, the Giants took possession 
at their own 22. A 12-yard sack by Dent on third down 
pushed New York back to their 12 and Sean Landeta was 
called upon to punt. However, Landeta nearly missed the 


ball when he attempted to boot it and Shaun Gayle was ~ 


Johnny on the spot. He picked up the ball at the five and 
raced into the end zone to give the Bears a 7-0 lead with 


, 5:28 left in the opening quarter. 


“We had a block on that play,’’ said Gayle. “If we didn’t 
get the block, we were hoping he would shank it because 
of the pressure. | was surprised the ball was just lying there 
but | was happy about it. We needed it at the time.” 

“THAT IS SOMETHING that has never happened to me 
before. The wind just took it,” said Landeta. ‘l dropped 
the ball and saw it start to move to the right. | chased af- 
ter it. | thought | just barely touched it but I’m not sure.”” 

Early in the second quarter, the Bears appeared to be 
on their way to increasing the lead. The drive began at 
their own'nine and McMahon connected with WR Willie 
Gault on two big pass plays (25 and 15 yards). That helped 
get the ball as far as the Giant eight but Kevin Butler 
missed on a 26-yard field goal attempt (wide left). Despite 
the miss, the drive did accomplish something. It showed 
the Giants the Bear offense would utilize more than just 
Payton in this game. 5 

“I talked to Willie earlier this week and told him ‘We're 
gonna need you.’ He came up with some great catches. 
He went to the football well. It set the tone for us,” said 
McMahon. 

; GAULT, WHO CAUGHT three passes for 68 yards in 
the'contest, said catching the ball was a real struggle be- 
cause’ of the tricky wind. | 

“You need more concentration in weather like this,” 
said Gault. “It’s like Phil Niekro throwing those knuckle 
balls. You have to concentrate on watching the ball in. You 
have to catch it with your hands, or teeth, or whatever.”” 

Midway through the second quarter, the Bears were 
driving toward the end zone again. A 28-yard pass to Gault 
helped them move to the Giant 31, but Butler missed on 
a 49-yard field goal attempt. It was way short. 

WITH 51 SECONDS left in the half, the Giants took pos- 
session at the Bear 45 following a 25-yard punt by Maury 
Buford. They quickly got the ball down to the Chicago two, 
but with no time outs left, were forced to throw the ball 
on three consecutive plays. All three tosses went incom- 
plete and Eric Shubert was called upon to kick a chip shot 
field goal with 18 seconds left. The ball hit the left upright 
and bounced back. 

“When you don’t have any time outs left and can’t run 
the ball, it makes it tough,”’ said Dent. 

“They would have had a better chance trying to run it,” 
said Ditka. 

On the opening drive of the third quarter, the Bears were 
headed toward the end zone again. The key play of the 
drive was a 41-yard pass from McMahon to a wide open 
Dennis Gentry. 

“ONE OF THEIR guys left their zone and didn’t pick 
up Dennis. If | would have led him a little more, he would 
have scored,” said McMahon. The great play was wast- 
ed, however, because Butler missed on his third consecu- 
tive field goal attempt. This one went wide left from 38 
yards out. 

The next time the Bears got the ball, they didn’t have 
to worry about kicking a field goal. On the fifth play of the 
drive, McMahon connected with McKinnon on a 23-yard 
touchdown pass to make it 14. It was the first touchdown 
McKinnon had scored in over two months. 

“We had been working on that play in practice all 


week,” said McMahon. “‘It hadn't been working too well 
because our guys kept getting cluttered up. The play was 
designed to go to Dennis (Gentry). We had three guys in 
the area so | just threw it there and Dennis caught it. He 
made a great play.” 

BEFORE THE QUARTER ended, the Bears scored 
another touchdown. On the second play of the drive, 
McMahon connected with TE Tim Wrightman on 46-yard 
pass to move the ball down to the Giant 20. 

“He looked like Ditka running on that play,” said 
McMahon. 

On the ensuing play, McMahon hit McKinnon on a 
20-yard scoring strike. 

“THE GIANTS WERE ina blitzsituation so | called an 
audible for a down and in to Dennis and he just beat his 
man,” said McMahon. 

In the final quarter, the Giants never got closer than the 
Bear 22. Ona fourth and six with five minutes left, Simms 
was sacked by safety Gary Fencik. The game ended on 
an incomplete pass by Simms, who threw the ball from 
the Bears 29. 

“Today we just played old-fashioned football and played 
a heck of a football game,”’ said Ditka. 

“Deep down | think everybody on this team knew we 
could play well vs. the Giants,”” said McMahon. “‘Defen- 
sively, we dominated them. Our offense did some things 
well, but we got the ball down near the goal line several 
times in the first half and didn’t get anything. We have to 
work on that.” 

GAME NOTES: The last time the Giants were shut out was 
‘on Nov. 23, 1980 when the 49ers blanked them 12-0... 
Placekicker Kevin Butler had connected on 22 consecutive 
field goals inside the 40-yard line before he missed from 26 
yards out in the second quarter... There were 3,954 no 
shows for the game which was played in sunny but cold Sold- 
ier Field. Game time temperature was 11° but the wind chill 
factor stayed below zero throughout the afternoon... The 
Bears have won nine consecutive games at Soldier Field and 
18 of their last 20 at home... The Bears have won 24 of the 
last 28 games Jim McMahon has started... They are 14-0 
since 1983 when WR Dennis McKinnon catches a touchdown 
pass... The Bears have outrushed 16 of their 17 opponents 
this season and have outgained 16 of 17 foes... They have 
outscored all 17 of their opponents in the second half and 
have held a third quarter lead in 16 of 17 games... DB Shaun 
Gayle became the 22nd Bear to score a touchdown this 
season. 


Defense 


Continued From Page 6 
will determine if the Bears earn the coveted ticket to the 
Super Bowl? 

“We're ready and psyched to turn it loose again. | wish 
we could play the Rams right now. Where are you Eric 
(Dickerson)?” quipped Wilson. 

And in January on Chicago’s lakefront, you can bet the 
“hawk” will be ready to strike too. 


QUARTERBACK JIM McMAHON completed 11 of 21 
passes for 216 yards and two touchdowns vs. the Giants. 
(Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


McMahon First Alternate 


Quarterback Jim McMahon may replace San Francis- 
co quarterback Joe Montana in the Pro Bowl. Montana 
may not play due to sore ribs and a sore knee. McMahon 
is the first alternate at the QB spot on the NFC squad. If 
Montana does not play, Giants’-quarterback Phil Simms 
would start and McMahon would be his back-up. 


a 
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DENNIS GENTRY (29) PICKS up 41 yards on a pass from Jim McMahon. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
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Ditka Makes Bears An American Dream 


Heroes don't ride into the sunset anymore. Or maybe 
they do, but nobody notices them in the traffic jam. 

We still have heroes. But we think of them as those guys 
in the space shuttle, or the scientists who figured out the 
thing about blood cells and cancer. Like television, they 
are smaller than life, not bigger. They are commendable, 
useful and not at all exciting. 

INTO THIS CHARISMA gap has ridden Mike Ditka, a 
modern-day swashbuckler who plays the same chord on 
America's fancies as Ronald Reagan, except that Ditka 
delivers what he promises. As old-fashioned values stage 
a gallant comeback, Ditka is their most visible and articu- 
late spokesman. He actually says things like, ‘The hard- 
er you work, the more you get out of life.” Sure it’s trite, 
but players love that kind of talk. So do people who have 
to work for a living. 

“| think people around the country are starting to ap- 

> preciate the Bears,’’ coach Mike Ditka said a few weeks 
ago. ‘'| don’t think we play the same brand of football as 
everybody, but | think we play a good brand of football. 
It's kind of a fun brand. It’s old-fashioned. It’s hard-nosed. 
It's rock-'em, sock-'em."” 

In a country where the Marines are back in style, the 
Bears are storming enemy backfields and planting quar- 
terbacks like flags at lwo Jima.,|n a country that clamors 
for balanced budgets, the Bears are sucking in their guts 
and puffing out their chests. They speak earnestly of hard 
work and teamwork, stout hearts and strong wills. They've 
shown how a firm grip on their bootstraps can help a team 
go 15-1 two years after it started a season at 3-7. Only 
in America. 

THE BEARS HAVE been leading with their chins all sea- 
son. In the '40s, the Bears and the country both swag- 
gered that way. In the '80s, they have tried in tandem to 
recapture that lost pride. 

Like the country, the Bears have spiced their spirit with 
technology. The ‘'46’’ defense is the most significant in- 
novation of the ’80s. On offense, the Bears’ trick plays 
have been called the most imaginative in the league. 

But they're not fancy. The offense prefers to ram it down 
everyone's throats. The defense comes in waves. Let 
those coastal teams use prissy zone defenses and pass 


HEAD COACH MIKE Ditka likes what he sees during the Bears-Giants game. (Bear Report 


photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


50 times a game. 

THE BEARS DON’T even spike the ball very often. They 
have a halfback who holds the record for rushing yards 
and could fill a highlight film with his blocking. Where the 
49ers have their coach pitching Volvos on TV, the Bears 
have their linemen plugging Chevys. 

As Ditka says of old-fashioned football, “It doesn’t have 


to be pretty.” 

Ditka never was. Ditka played tough. He played well, 
too, but tough is the lingering impression he left. He played 
like an underdog, and he coaches like one, even at 15-1. 
It was mostly wishful thinking that he said after the Lions 
game that the Bears should go into the playoffs as under- 
dogs. That's what Ditka understands, and what America 
loves. 

DITKA IS THE GRANDSON of Ukranian immigrants 
and the son of a steelworker who has the only job he 
wants. He was hired to coach the Bears at about the same 
time his college buddy, Foge Fazio, was hired to coach 
Pitt, their alma mater. When Fazio called to congratulate 
him, Ditka said, “Only in America.” 

Coaches are too perfect, aside from their obvious coach- 
ing flaws. Tom Landry is the Ward Cleaver none of us can 
be. Ditka? Here is a man who surely yells at his kids. 

His temper was expected to lead his career to spontane- 
ous combustion, not Coach of the Year. This was sup- 
posed to be a man who thought with his fists. He still 
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doesn’t fit the tight-lipped, blow-dry look of a coach, crack- 
ing jokes after a game with his hair sticking up like a cat 
slept in it. 

HE HAS NORMAL American vices. The divorced guy 
from the working-class neighborhood who picks too many 
fights, smokes too many cigars and takes too many drinks 
can look at Ditka and say there's hope for himself. 

Even his drunk driving charge would have fit, until re- 
cently, within the socially acceptable bounds of good ole 
boys who work hard and play hard. It shouldn't be accept- 
able. Ditka acknowledges that. He says he hasn’t had a 
drink since that San Francisco trip 21/2 months ago. 

But athletes once were expected to trash themselves 
with celebratory beverages after big wins. For many, Dit- 
ka’s arrest recalled what they perceived as simpler times, 
when the horror of drinking and driving was not a televised 
nightmare. 

FIVE DAYS AFTER his arrest, Ditka was given a ‘Get 
out of Jail free” card for his birthday. He laughed. He al- 
ways has been comfortable with self-deprecating humor. 
One week after he broke his hand punching a cabinet in 
the locker room, he told the players to ‘‘Win one for Lefty.” 

He has put Perry and sprinter Willie Gault in the back- 
field, countless men in motion and fun into the game. 
Where past undefeated teams have buckled under pres- 
sure, Ditka kept the Bears loose through 13 straight vic- 
tories. 

He blends strong authority with a soft heart. Ditka makes 
mistakes, and he admits them to players. Ward Cleaver 
has long since given way to Sherman Potter, Lou Grant 
and Frank Furillo as role models, 

DITKA WELCOMED THE players’ publicity. Many 
coaches would not. Too distracting, they would say. “They. 
have a right to bask in the sun,”’ Ditka said. 

His only hangups are the pelts on the wall. The Bears 
have counted those victories with a pride considered un- 
seemly in the coaching fraternity. 

Fans consider it normal. You could almost heat them 
cheering Ditka on when the Packers complained about his 
passes late in a victory. ‘‘If they don’t like it, let them do 
something about it in two weeks,” he said. 

Continued Next Page 
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‘American Dream 


Continued From Page 13 


THE BEARS ARE THAT rare team that is turning Ameri- 
ca’s passions instead of just its television dials and ticket 
stubs. They’re not at the level of the 1980 Olympic hock- 
ey team, but that was a short-lived ensemble that had the 
advantage of America’s name. They're not the 1984 Cubs, 
either. That was a team that had its national following in 
place, dormant until a big season brought it out of the 
closet. > 

The Bears are a team that has made football worth 
watching again for millions of fans who could take it or 
leave it. A team that set the Monday night ratings record 
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Bear Report 


when it played Miami. A team people pull fer when it's not 
playing their favorites. 

There probably has been nothing comparable since the 
1969 Mets, a phenomenon that went unappreciated in 
Chicago. But unlike the Mets, the Bears are playing in the 
heartland at a time when the country is rejecting the snoot- 
iness of the coasts. 


THEIR MID-AMERICAN, working-class ethic is one of 
the-ingredients of the Bears’ appeal. They have reassured 
us that complex times haven’t pre-empted simple values. 

Another ingredient is pure fun, that forgotten virtue the 
television networks have ridden to the top of the Nielsen 
ratings. From trick plays to one-liners to wallowing shame- 
lessly in their success, the Bears have had fun winning 
and been fun to watch. 


The third ingredient is that they've been underdogs. 
That’s a tough label to carry through 15 victories, but Dit- 
ka clung to it like a football at the goal line. 

Those three ingredients add up to make the Bears dis- 
tinctive in an era when sports teams run together like dol- 
lar bills. People don’t just appreciate them. They identify 
with them. 

They're not America’s Team. Too tough, they insist. No, 
the Bears are America’s Dream. 
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. Bears-Rams History 


The Bears hold a 32-23-3 advantage over the Rams in 
all games played between the two cluibs since the series 
began in 1946. The Bears last played the Rams inva playoff 
game in 1950. It was the conference championship and 
the'Rams won 24-14 at the L.A. Coliseum. 

Last season, the'Rams defeated the Bears 29-13 at Ana- 
heim Stadium. In that game, Eric Dickerson rushed for 149 
yards on 28 carries. Walter Payton was held to just 60 
yards on 13 carries. 


Back To Atlanta 


The Bears will return to Suwanee, Georgia this week 
when they will hold practice sessions in preparation for 
next Sunday's NFC Championship Game vs. the Rams. 
They will practice at the site of the Atlanta Falcons’ train- 
ing facility on Wednesday afternoon, Thursday afternoon 
and Friday morning. They will fly back to Chicago Friday 
afternoon. 


Payion Honored 


Running back Walter Payton has been selected as the 
offensive player of the year in the NFC by United Press 
International. He placed second in voting for the NFL Most 
Valuable Player Award by the Associated Press. Raiders’ 
running back Marcus Allen won that honor. 


Second-Highest Scoring 


The 43.1 average points per game during the 224-game 
1985 NFL regular season is the second highest since the 
AFL-NFL merger in 1970. There were 9,645 points scored 
in 1985. The highest average in the past 16 seasons was 
43.7 per game in 1983 when the 28 teams scored 9,779 
points. The highest per game point average in modern NFL 
history is 46.1 in 1965 
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Fencik’s Not Even Thinking About Retirement 


Gary Fencik’s life in professional football could have 
been a tidy story with a fascinating beginning, a satisfy- 
ing middle, and a predictable ending. 

Local boy plays football at Yale, tries out with the Mia- 
mi Dolphins, gets cut and picked up by the Bears. Strug- 
gles through lean years before establishing himself as one 
of the best safeties in football. 

FINALLY, THE BEARS develop as a team and Fencik 
gets to enjoy more than personal success. After 10 years, 
he retires a happy and healthy man with a future as a 
banker, TV personality, columnist, model, general 
manager, restauranteur, you pick it. 

It could all come true except the ending. Fencik has no 
intention of retiring this year or next, or maybe the year 
after. He is simly having too much fun. The lure of the 
game gets stronger instead of weaker. 

Former Bear Craig Clemons, one of the few strong safe- 
ties in Chicago to fail to make the Pro Bowl, used to say: 
“Once you learn how to play this game, you're too old to 
play it.” + 


IT WAS NOT AN original remark, but it was doubly 
meaningful for Clemons, who never had a chance to en- 
joy team success. ‘ 

Fencik made the Rro Bowl in 1980 and 1981, a worthy 
_accomplishment for a former wide receiver from the Ivy 
League who had to learn how to tackle. Now, he is enjoy- 
ing team success, something he rarely envisioned when 
his outspoken and critical nature earned him the nickname 
“Doom” among his teammates. 

{t is natural to assume Fencik might be considering 
retirement as he nears the end of a fulfilling career. To 
the contrary, Fencik is thinking of taking football more seri- 
ously than ever. 


“| FEEL REALLY comfortable at free safety right now,” 
Fencik said. ‘After learning | didn't make the Pro Bowl, 
next year | have to work out even harder. I’ve lost a lot 
of strength because of the knee injury | had in training 
camp. | can’t lift without having fluid. | have to rededicate 
myself. 

“I'm not going to travel in the off-season. I’m going to 
stay here and pump a lot more weights than |-did. Then 
1 want to get.on-a program to improve my quickness and 


eG... 


SAFETY GARY FENCIK says he is enjoying himself too much to even think about retire- 


ment. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


hopefully my speed. 

“| don't think | was distracted last offseason. | know the 
older you get, the harder it is to get into shape. | came 
in here in pretty good shape. But | know | can get in bet- 
ter shape.” 

FENCIK DID OFFSEASON training in the Far East last 
year. At age 31, football still beckons. 

“I still enjoy it,” said Fencik. ‘I'm not saying next year 
won't be my last year or if | get injured in the playoffs, but 
if | stay healthy, | definitely want to come back.” 

A taste of team success is powerful motivation. 


Pierson 


MIKE DITKA THOUGHT he was washed up and ready 
to leave football until he was rescued by Tom Landry and 
the Cowboys. Ditka got himself into the best shape of his 
life and played in two Super Bowls nearly 10 years after 
playing for the Bears in 1963 championship game. 

“The individual honors you attain in sports mean very 
little,’ said Ditka. ‘If you ask any player what his greatest 
thrill is, he won’t say the touchdown catch against Notre 
Dame or the Rams. He will say it was the year he won 
the Super Bowl or the year he won a championship. It’s 
something you did with a bunch of guys you lived with for 
seven or eight months. The only thing the Pro Bowl meant 
to me.was that | was recognized as one of the better tight 
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ends in the league, but it was no big deal, believe me. It 
couldn’t hold a candle to the 1963 championship or the 
Super Bowls in Dallas.” 

Former Bear cornerback Terry Schmidt said his biggest 
fear was having the Bears win the Super Bowl the year 
after he retired. 

WOULD WALTER PAYTON retire if the Bears ever won 
the Super Bowl? it’s doubtful. If he didn’t call it quits after 
any of those disappointing years, why would he hang them 
up after a great one? John Riggins didn't. 

When Ditka is asked to name his fondest memory on 
a football field, he skips all the great plays he made and 
recalls Dave Whitsell’s interception against the Detroit 
Lions in the 1963 season that sealed the Bears’ right to 
meet the Giants in the title game. 

“To me, that was better than the championship game 
because we were on the verge of getting beat. It was just 
a great feeling we had on the sideline, people rallying 
around each other,” said Ditka. 

“THIS IS A GOOD team as a team. These guys are 
together. They don’t all go out and socialize and don’t all 
have each other over for dinner, but | think they really 
respect each other and playing hard with each other and 
having fun. 

“There’s no feeling that compares to being part of a 
championship team. You're like the guy who knocks out 
the guy in the ring and he’s the champion of the world. 
You're like the guy who makes the last basket or hits the 
home run. It's just the greatest feeling.” 

Retirement can’t hold a candle. 


Marshall Fined 


Linebacker Wilber Marshall was fined $2,000 by the NFL 
for what the league ruled ‘‘a flagrant hit’ on Detroit QB 
Joe Ferguson during the Bears-Lions game on Decem- 
ber 22. No penalty was called on the play and the fine 
made head coach Mike Ditka quite unhappy. - 

‘if that isn’t good football, then maybe we should put 
skirts on and do something else,”’ Ditka said. Marshall's 
teammates were also upset. Linebacker Mike Singletary 
suggested the other players get a pool together to pay for 
the fine. 
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Offense 


Continued From Page 6 
six weeks. But today, we showed this club can get produc- 
tivity out of the wide receivers,” said McKinnon. 

Four wide receivers caught nine passes for a total of 
207 yards, as McMahon kept everybody involved. 

“WE’VE GOT A lot of weapons and have to take ad- 
vantage of them. It’s sudden death out there now, no 
tomorrow. If something isn’t working, you have to adjust 
and find something that will work,”” McKinnon said. 

He went to work on New York cornerback Elvis Patter- 
son for both of his touchdown receptions. On the first one, 
McKinnon came back for a ball that was nearly intercept- 
ed by Patterson. 

The ball was there and all of a sudden it was gone. | 
don’t know what hit the ball,” sighed Patterson after los- 
ing the first end zone toss that dropped his club into a 14-0 
hole. 

“ON THE SECOND catch by McKinnon, he just made 
agreat catch and McMahon a great throw. He hitaseam 
in our zone and it’s one of those things that can happen,” 
added Patterson. 

McMahon’s exploiting of all facets of the Bears’ attack 
not only seems to cause nightmares for the opposing 
defense, but keeps his offensive teammates motivated. 

“Its tough when you work hard, and even though the 
team wins, you don’t get the chance to showcase what 
you can do. Blocking is something | have to do, but it's 
nice to catch the football,’ grinned McKinnon. 

LOST IN THE HEROICS of the Bear offense and McKin- 
non's tquchdown receptions was the running of Walter 
Payton, who rushed for 93 yards against the vaunted Gi- 
ant defense and Pro Bowler Lawrence Taylor. 

Credit Bear Pro Bowler Jim Covert for a huge'chunk of 
Payton’s yards and also for keeping the Giant rush off 
McMahon's back. 

“Taylor is a great player, but we've got players out there 
who can play too. Jim Covert and some others did a good 
job of keeping those guys off us,’’ said Coach Mike Ditka. 

Covert and his fellow ‘‘bruise brothers” have now been 
rewarded with the chance to protect the Bears’ Super Bowl 
hopes from dying and they've already restored new life 
for Butler. 


McMahon Loves Gloves 


Quarterback Jim McMahon wore gloves on both hands 
during last Sunday's playoff game. He had no problem 
throwing the ball as he completed 11 of 21 passes for 216 
yards and two touchdowns. 

“| threw a lot of spirals | usually don’t throw. I'll keep 
them on all summer,’” McMahon said. “When it gets that 
cold out, the ball gets real slick when you're bare-handed. 
It’s not gonna be any worse when you put on gloves.” 

Head coach Mike Ditka said he didn’t mind his players 
wearing gloves as long as they practice with them on. 
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ATTENTION BEAR FANS! 
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Game Statistics 
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PUNTING No. 
Buford ols 


Avg. 


PUNT RETURNS 
Ortego 

Gayle 
“Downed... 


KICKOFF RETURNS 
Gault .... 5s 


+ Opp. 
FUMBLES Rec. 
Singletary ........ 1 


DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
(Unofficial) 
Giants 
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Welch 
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Kinard . 
Hill 

Carson 
Headen. . 
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Taylor . . 
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Final Regular Season Totals 


Burt 

Marshall 

Martin 

McGriff 

Sally 5 

Johnson 

Simms 

Ard 

Special Team Stats 

TACKLES: Adams 1, Kinnard 1, R. Jones 1, Hill 1, Reasons 1 
ASSISTS: Banks 1 
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Frazier 

Duerson 

Gayle 

Richardson 

Fencik. 

Singletary 

Wilson 

Marshall 

Rivera 

Waechter 

Perry 

Hartenstine 

McMichael 

Dent... 

Keys 

Hampton. 0 

Special Team Stats 

TACKLES: Phillips 3, Suhey 1, Sanders 1, Gayle 1 
ASSISTS: Marshall 1 
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Bears’ Defensive Stats 
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Passes Fumbles Forced 
Player Total Solo Assists Defended Recovered Fumbles Blocks Sacks/Yards 
G Fencik 118 98 20 6 1 0 Q 0/ aI 
M Singletary 113 89 24 5 3 0 0 3.0/ 24.0 
W Marshall 78 60 18 4 1 2 1] 6.0/ 40.0 
O Wilson 69 34 15 2 2 i) QO. 21.57 7955. 
D Duerson 64 55 9 10 1 ib 0 2.0/ 24.0 
L Frazier 52 45 7 22 0 0 0 -0/ 0 
S McMichael 44 39 > 2 1 () * 3) 8.0/ 55.5 
M Richardson 41 37 4 25 1 2 a 20/ 0 
R Dent 38 33 5 7 2 7 0 47.0/ 133.5 
D Hampton 32 26 6 4 3 2 td) 5.5/ 43.0 
W Perry 31 26 5 t) 2 1 0 5.0/ 42.0 
M Hartenstine 19 15 4 1 2 0 0 1.0/ 9.0 
S Gayle 18 16 2 i) 1 0 1 0/ 20 
R Rivera 14 12 2 Is ab a 0) ~5/ 4.0 
J Morrissey 12 12 0 U) (i) Q 0 0/ «0 
R Phillips 10 9 1 1 1 0 0 0/ <0 
T Keys 9 8 1 1 0 Q 1 2.0/ 12.0 
C Thrift 9 z 2 Qo 0 0 0 -0/ -0 
K Taylor 6 6 i) 3 0 i) 0 <0/ -0 
H Waechter 6 5 1 1 Q ne Q 2.5f TLS 
J Maness 2 1 af 0 tt) 0 0 -0/ 20 
M 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 -0/ 0 
D Gentry 1 1 t) t) c) 0 0 0/ 0 
T Thayer 1 1 0 Q 0 Q (?) -0/ 0 
K Margerum 1 1 i) 0 Q 0 () 07 <0 
J McMahon i) t) ) Y 1 Oy ie) 0/ 0 
SPECIAL TEAMS TACKLES 
Player Total Solo Assists Player Total Solo Assists 
D Gentry 12 i 1 K Butler 2 2 0 
T Wrightman Co: E 2 M 2 2 0 
T Sanders 8 6 2 R Phillips 2 2 t) 
K Taylor S 5 C) S Gayle 2 1 1 
J Morrissey s 4 1 M Buford 1 at 0 
W Perry 4 2 2 C Thomas 1 1 0 
C Thrift 3 3 0 S Humphries z 1 0 
R Rivera 3 2 a L Frazier al Q 1 
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Ryan Always Speaks His Mind 


Sitting down for a conversation with Buddy Ryan is quite 
an experience. You'll not be bored when talking with the 
Bears’ defensive coordinator, who’s not exactly backward 
when it comes to expressing what’s on his mind. 

He doesn't pause when asked a question; his mind 
grasps it immediately and kicks out an answer that is to 
the point. He gives you his full attention, looking you in 
the eye at what seems to be every moment. 

HIS INNOVATIVE APPROACH to playing defense is the 
talk of the National Football League and much of that talk 
is centered on what is called the “46” defense. Because 
you're a true Bears fan, you know that it's named after 
one of Ryan’s former defensive aces, Doug Plank. But do 
you know why? 

The now-departed Plank played his way into your heart 
with his hard-hitting exploits at safety. But do you remem- 
ber that Plank was a linebacker at one time for the Bears? 

During the naming of the defense he was at the middle 
linebacker position played so superbly these days by three- 
time All-Pro Mike Singletary. That spot could be described 
as the heart and soul of the defense. That's where the 
defensive alignments are called by the team’s defensive 
“ quarterback.’ 

“WE BELIEVE IN multiple coverages, multiple 
schemes,” Ryan reflects. “We run a lot of different cover- 
ages, a lot of different fronts, so people preparing for us 
have to work extra hard to get it all done. We think that 
creates a’lot of problems for other teams. 

“The 46 is different from anything else. You've got eight 
people in a position to blitz, and they don’t have to blitz; 
all kinds of coverages come out of it. The offense has to 
be aware that you will blitz if the offense doesn’t protect 
the quarterback. It puts pressure on the quarterback, the 
receivers, the linemen — everybody.” 

Ryan feels that defensive players are not the same as 
those on offense. 

“*PEOPLE WHO PLAY defense are different from peo- 
ple who play offense,”’ he claims. ‘Defensive people are 
tough guys. They play with a lot of emotion, where offen- 
sive guys are more passive.”’ 

He’s willing to make an exception for Mark Bortz, who 
joined the ranks of Bears’ players on offense in the 1983 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR BUDDY Ryan came up with an excellent game plan to 
stop the Giants. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


pre-season: ‘‘We gave ‘em Bortzie and Bortzie's proba- 
bly got the closest thing to.a defensive attitude over there 
on offense, He’s a tough guy.” 

Missing two of his regulars this season because of con- 
tract squabbles is something that still rankles him. “That 
really hurt us,”’ he says. ‘‘Todd Bell and Al Harris — both 
of them are excellent football players. They've meant a 
lot to this team and it’s just amazing that we could over- 
come their absence and finish as high as we did as a 
defense.” 


By 
Michael 
Haggerty 


PRIOR TO THE season, figuring on the imminent loss 
of Bell and Harris, Ryan projected the Bears defense to 
be ‘‘fifth, maybe fourth” but, of course, the team finished 
the 1985 season first in total defense (by 185 yards) in the 
NFL. In addition, the Bears were first in rushing TDs al- 
lowed (six) in the league. 

Richard Dent, who made the Pro Bowl for the second 
time, led the National Football Conference in sacks (with 
17) for the second consecutive season. The Bears’ 198 
points allowed in 1985 were only three less than the NFL 
record of 195, a figure compiled by the Pittsburgh Steel- 
ers in 1978. 

Much has been made of the performance (especially 
offensive) of William Perry, but Ryan offers this assess- 
ment: “Oh, he’s improved a lot, but he’s got a long ways 
to go. He doesn’t know how to rush a passer yet. He plays 


east and west instead of attacking more)north and south 
And he needs to lose more weight so he'll have more 
stamina.” 

BUT WHAT OF THE fact that, as a rookie, he’s crashed 
the starting lineup? ‘Well, on the defensive line, that’s:no 
big deal,’’ he replies. ‘‘It doesn’t take a Phi Beta Kappa 
to play in there.” 

You might guess that a statement like that would be con- 
sidered controversial in some circles and Ryan, indeed, 
has come in for more than his share of controversy. Why? 

‘Well, it seems to me like it's mainly writers like you,” 
he answers, in reference to this columnist, ‘‘who come'to 
me and ask me what ! think of the defense this year, for 
example. 

“PLL SAY, ‘WELL, it’s not as good as last year.’ Then 
you'll go ask Ditka what-he thinks. and he'll say, ‘it's bet- 
ter,’ And there'll be a big controversy. 

“That doesn’t bother me. It’s all the same tome,” he 
shrugs. 

Ryan was much in the headlines while the Colts were 
searching for a new coach last winter and it was reported 
in the news media that he was on his way out of Chicago. 
“{ don't think there was ever anything to that,’ he 
counters. 

“1 DON’T THINK they were ever interested in me. | did 
talk with them. | interviewed. But | don’t think there was 
ever anything there. | think they just wanted to visit, or 
something.”” 

One thing that is for certain is that Ryan's two replace- 
ments for Harris and Bell have come through in fine 
fashion this year. 

“We started off kind of shaky until the two kids learned 
how to play, and then we got better,’’ Ryan points out. 
“Wilber Marshall is a super player and | always said that 
he was going to be a super player. He’s got great speed 
and everything. 

“ALL HE NEEDED was to learn how to play. He works 
at it. He’s smart and he doesn't make mistakes. Andihe’s 
tough, so he’s got a lot of things going for him. 

“Dave Duerson is really a free safety type playing strong 
safety,” Ryan adds. “He's got good hands, a good instinct 

Continued Next Page 


i THE OFFICIAL 


NFL GIFT CATALOG 


*AUTHENTIC JERSEYS eACTIVE WEAR 
eJACKETS eLADIES & YOUTH WEAR 
°CAPS eHELMETS eNOVELTIES 


More than 50 officially licensed products are included in 
the full-color Official NFL Gift Catalog. 
TO GET YOUR COPY, SEND $1.00 TO: 


NFL CATALGG 


6921P PRESTON ROAD, DALLAS, TEXAS 75205 
Telephone: (214) 522-3962 
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for the football, but he’s not really your strong safety type.” 

That makes it all the more remarkable that Duerson, 
whose contract, ironically, ends prior to the 1986 season, 
was named to the Pro Bowl squad. 

RYAN’S PLAYERS HAVE tremendous affection for him, 
and he explains it by saying, ‘‘we’ve been together along 
time and they know that | treat everybody fair. There’ ‘sno 
horsebleep involved. That's just the way it is.” 

‘And that’s just the way it is with Ryan. What you see 
is what you get and what you get is somebody who goes 
about his life matter-of-factly, with candor and directness. 

That's just the way Buddy Ryan is. 


Honors For Singletary 


Linebacker Mike Singletary has been selected as the 
Defensive Player of the Year in the NFL by the Associat- 
ed Press, and as the Defensive Player of the Year in the 
NFC by United Press International. In the AP voting, Sin- 
gletary placed first ahead of Raiders’ defensive end Howie 
Long and Patriots’ linebacker Andre Tippett. In the UPI 
voting, Singletary beat out teammate Richard Dent and 
Giants’ linebacker Lawrence Taylor of the Giants. 

“I'm blessed to be in the right place at the right time,” 
said Singletary. ‘‘Any time | receive any honors at all | look 
at my defensive linemen and even the defensive backs 
| work With. I’m grateful we work together as well as we 
do.” 

“They couldn’t pick a better one,’’ said head coach Mike 
Ditka. “‘He’s a great example of what a football player 
should be. He works harder than anyone we have on the 
team. He’s a joy to be around.” 


ATTN: Winter 
Texans 


@ vy 


Best 
Qestern 


Winter Condo Rentals 
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, TEXAS 
Call Collect 512-943-4689 
Mention The Bears! 


Best Western 
South Bay Hotel 


fGUEEEEEEEGEoEEoooy 
Jay L Lax Area — Ftee Aiport Shutle Service rom 
7,00 am. thru 11:00 prm., Special Weekend 
y ee Fate, *Over 100 Beautiful Rooms ¢Color TV 
Studios vw/Satelite, 24 Hr. Movies & Sports ¢Heated 


WEDDING CANDIDS 
6211 N. Milwaukee 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 
312-775-5100 
Treasure a Keepsake in Beauti- 
ful Pictures Including Home, 
(Church & Reception of your Wed- 
ding Day. Also Video Taping 


Therapy Pool, Sauna, Jacuzzi «Japanese 
Restaurant & Lounge Nearby «Complimentary 
Cont. Breakfast *King Size Bed w/Refrigera- 
tor ¢Conference Room Facilities For Up To 25 
(213) 973-0998 
15000 Hawthorne Blvd. 
LAWNDALE, CALIFORNIA. 
(10 Minutes From Hollywood Park & 
Forum), North of 405 Freeway: 
at Hawthorne Bivd. 
Call Our Nationwide Toll Free Number: 


1-800-528-1234 


The Sign of Fine LER 

. Known for fresh fish, 
steaks & specialties created by 
Chef Emile, imported beers, 
fine wines & cognacs. 


* Rated “% % Plus” — 
Chicago Tribune 


On the River in Historic 
Naperville 
48 W. Chicago Avenue 
NAPERVILLE, ILLINOIS 


312-420-1836 


_H. Waechter 


Raul’s Mexican Restaurant & Bar 


Specializing in Home Cooked 
Mexican Food & Homemade Hot Sauce 
Luncheon Specials Mon.-Fri. 
Beer, Wine, Cocktails 
Open 7 a.m. Monday-Friday 


504-523-0026 


Ye Block From Gallier Hall 
709 St. Charles Ave. 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 


Final Regular Season Totals 


Bears’ Cumulative Stats 


RESULTS AND ATTENDANCE (Actual) 
(S) Chicago 38, Tampa Bay 28 
(S) Chicago 20, New England 7 

(MN) Chicago 33, Minnesota 24 
Chicago 45, Washington 10 
Chicago 27, Tampa Bay 19 

Chicago 26, San Francisco 10 
Chicago 23, Green Bay 7 
Chicago 27, Minnesota 9 
Chicago 16, Green Bay 10 
Chicago 24° Detroit 3 
Chicago 44, Dallas 0 
Chicago 36, Atlanta 0 
Miami 38, Chicago 24 
Chicago 17, Indianapolis 10 
Chicago 19, New York Jets 6 
Chicago 37, Detroit 17 


57,828 
60,533 
61,242 
63,708 
51,795 
60,523 
65,095 
63,815 
55,343 
53,467 
63,855 
61,769 
75,594 
59,997 
74,752 
74,042 
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Team Statistics Bears Opponent 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS 236 
Rushing 74 
Passing 141 
Penalty 21 
3rd Down: Made/Att. 61-205 
4th Down: Made/Att. 6- 16 
TOTAL NET YARDS 4135 
‘Avg. Per Game 258.4 
Total Plays 945 
Avg. Per Play 4.4 
NET YARDS RUSHING 1319 
Avg. Per Game 82.4 
Total Rushes 359 
NET YARDS PASSING 2816 
Avg. Per Game 176.0 
Tackled/Yards Lost 64- 483 
Gross Yards 3299 
Attempts/Completions 522- 249 
Pct. of Completions 477 
Had Intercepted 34 
PUNTS/AVERAGE 90- 40.4 
NET PUNTING AVG. 33.5 
PENALTIES/YARDS 115- 934 
FUMBLES/BALL LOST 30- 20 
TOUCHDOWNS 23 
Rushing 
Passing 16 
Returns 1 
Score by periods 1 ph ae ye Total 
Bears Total 67 144 123 122 456 
Opp. Total 50 7 34 37 198 


TDR TDP TDRt PAT FG S 
51-51 31-38 0 
0-0 
0-0 


TP 
144 
66 
42 
30 


SCORING 

K Butler 

W. Payton 
D. McKinnon 
S. Fuller 

J. McMahon 
C. Thomas 
D. Gentry 
W. Perry 

M. Suhey 

K. Margerum 
‘W. Gault 

O. Wilson 

T. Sanders 
M. Richardson 
R. Dent 

L. Frazier 


0-0 
0-0 
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T. Wrightman 
R. Rivera 

E. Moorehead 
S. McMichael 


Fee e eee e SSeS SSS SSSSS 


Sess 


51-51 31-38 3 
22-23 12-19 1 


Bears Total A it: 
Opp. Total {oe 


FIELD GOALS 
K. Butler 
Bears Total 
Opp. Total 


1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 
2-2 13-13 13-14 36 
2-2 13-13 13-14 36 
110-2306 «56 0 (35 


50+ 
0-3 
03 
1-4 


PASSING 
J. McMahon 
S. Fuller 

W. Payton 
M. Tomezak 
Bears Total 
Opp. Total 


Avg/Att 
7.64 
7.26 
19.20 
5.50 
7.65 
6.32 


Pevint Pct.1D 
15 48 


No. 
324 
115 


Yds. Avg. 
1551 4.8 
471 
252 
160 
425 


RUSHING 
W. Payton 
M. Suhey 
J. McMahon 47 
D. Gentry 30 
C. Thomas 34 
T. Sanders 25 104 
S. Fuller BE FT 
W. Gault 18 
K. Margerum Ei 
W. Perry 

M. Tomezak 

D. McKinnon 

Bears Total 

Opp. Total 


RECEIVING 
W. Payton 

£. Moorehead 
W. Gault 

M. Suhey 

D. McKinnon, 
T. Wrightman 
K. Margerum 
D. Gentry 

C. Thomas 
J. Maness 

J. McMahon 
B. Anderson 
T. Sanders 
W. Perry 


Bears Total 
Opp. Total 


INTERCEPTIONS 
L. Frazier 

D. Duerson 
G. Fencik 

W. Marshall 
M. Richardson 
O. Wilson 

K. Taylor 

R. Dent 

WM. Singletary 
Bears Total 
Opp. Total 


19:8 
11.6 
76 
5.4 
43.5, 
nT 
9.3 
5.0 
23.0, 
18.4 
2.2 
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Yds. Avg. 
2870 42.2 14 
* Team 1 Or GN Gs, 50 


PUNTING 
M. Buford 


2870 41.6 14 18 
3639 404 6 


Bears Total 
Opp. Total 


FC Yds. 
198) 
158 
47 
47 
44 


PUNT RETURNS 
K. Taylor 

K. Ortego 

D. Duerson 

D. Gentry 

D. McKinnon 

J. Maness 
Bears Total 
Opp. Total 


No. 
25 
17 


KICKOFF RETURNS 
W. Gault 

D. Gentry 

T. Sanders 

K. Taylor 

W. Marshall 

D. McKinnon 


Bears Total 
Opp. Total 


FIELD GOALS: Made Missed 


418 


in 20LG BI 
69 


69 
75 


LG 
21 
23 
41 
47 
1 
5 
47 
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K. Butler — (38,63,45), (24,28), (24,19,34,34/31,45), (28), 
(30,30), (34,38,27,29), (0), (40,29), (0), (43,39), (44,46,22), 
(35,32), (30), (20), (18,31,37,21), (25,51,24,50,29)- 


ue 

26-125 

1 9 17302 
20.0 
t) 
39 
3.1 


Losi/Att. 


Rating 
828 
57.0 
143.8 
52.8 
73 
514 
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Bear Report Letters 
1271 W. Dundee Rd. 
Box 89E 

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 


——————— — — = = = = 
BEAR REPORT welcomes all Letters to the Editor. Due | 

| 2 space limitations, it may be necessary to shorten let- | 
{Fs to fill the space available. BEAR REPORT does not | 
1 necessarily agree with the views stated in the letters we | 
receive. Unsigned letters will not be printed. 1 

a 


Butler Deserves Pro Bowl 


Dear Doug, 

I'm really mad that Kevin Butler didn't make it to the Pro Bowl. 
| think he really deserves it because he was second in the league 
in scoring (when the voting took place) for kickers. Gary Ander- 
son-of the Steelers made it and he had only four more points than 
Kevin going into the 16th week. The NFL coaches and the other 
players in the NFC must need glasses to see how great of a sea~ 
son Kevin Butler had. Kevin is a rookie too, and you name a rookie 
kicker that had that great of a season. | think the only reason he 
didn't make it was because he’s a rookie. But Kevin Mack made: 
it to the Pro Bowl this year as a rookie, 

| also thought Gary Fencik should have made it too. | guess 
that's the way things go, but in my opinion Kevin Butler and Gary 
Fencik made my Pro Bow! because of the great season they 
played. I'm really happy for Dan Hampton, Richard Dent, Otis 
Wilson, Walter Payton, Jay Hilgenberg, Jimbo Covert, Mike Sin- 
gletary, and especially Dave Duerson who showed that we don’t 
need Todd Bell. | think the Bears’ whole defensive line should 
have rhade it to the Pro Bowl especially Mongo (Steve McMichael). 

| wish the Bears the best of luck in the playoffs. | think Jim 
McMahon is the greatest quarterback in the NFL because he’s 
a leader and knows how to win. That guy who wrote in the Dec. 
12, 1985 Issue who said that the Bears should start Mike Tomc- 
zak instead of Jim McMahon should have his head examined. 
Mike one day will be the quarterback of the Bears but for now 
he needs more playing time. Jim McMahon is the leader of the 
Bears and he will be for years to come. Thanks for expressing 
my comment. 

Doug Wegrzynek 
Jackson Center, PA 


A Bum Rap 


Dear Bear Report, 

Ihave to agree with Doug Buffone that the Bears took a bum 
rap late in the season. But they still went 15-1. The good teams 
win despite unsuccessful performances by certain parts of the 
team. 

I've read that the Bears have three former head coaches on 
their staff. Who are they? 

Despite the Bears having eight Pro Bowlers, | think more should 
have gone. Fencik, Marshall, Butler and McMahon could have 
been named. The Bears were 15-1 and the Rams 11-5 yet they 
received only one less Pro Bowler than the Bears. 

Jessie Randolph 
D Cedar Point, IN 

Editor's Note: Three assistant coaches on Mike Ditka's staff have 
head coaching experience. They are Jim Dooley (Bears), Dick Stan- 
fel (Saints) and Ed Hughes (Ollers). * 


Why No Cable Games? 


Dear Doug: 
Why is it that the Chicago cable station, WGN, does not carry 
the Bears’ games like they do the Cubs??? If they are — when 
will it be? 
There are a lot of loyal Bear fans in northwest lowa who are 
anxious to read your answer. 
Jim Klein 
Remsen, |A 
Editor's Note: All National Football League games are televised 
by one of the three major networks (CBS, NBC or ABC). None of 
them are carried on independent stations like WGN. It is doubtful 
that within the next decade an independent station like WGN or 
WTBS in Atlanta would get the rights to televise NFL games. 
However, with the great success of the Bears this season, many 
of their games in 1986 should be televised. Thus, you will be able 
to see many of their games next fall. 


No Doubt Who’s Best 


Dear Doug, 

There has been a lot of criticism about how the Bears are a 
luck team and that they are not really good. So | just want to clarify 
that by saying one simple thing, 15-1. Also the debate on the 
greatest of all time is ridiculous. Hands down it is Sweetness 
Payton. 

Dan Colson 
Rockford, IL 


JIM COVERT (74), Dennis McKinnon (center) and Jim McMahon celebrate after the final touchdow je: 
Ns : 4 
sae a ate after the final touchdown of the game. (Bear 


Dent’s Great Performance 


* Dear Doug, 


The Bears have such a fine team this year; it's easy to over- 
look great to good quality years of certain players. Richard Dent 
certainly cannot be overlooked. His performance against the Jets 
was the third most stunning performance by a ‘Bear this year be- 
hind McMahon's three TD passes against Minnesota and Pay- 
ton’s performance vs. Green Bay. Dent's quickness in the 
opposing team’s offensive backfield is striking. Credit must go 
to the other defensive linemen as well for Dent's success. 

| certainly hope no Bears are too critical of the fame of the 
Refrigerator. He's handied it well. In the past some NFL players 


_ would handle fame in strange ways. John Riggins, for example, 


was obnoxious at the White House dinner tabie. Jim Brown end- 
ed his career prematurely to be a movie star. 
The Super Bowl is available for the Bears towin, I'd like'to see 


them take advantage. 
Dan Arnold 


Fort Wayne, IN 


Improvements For ’86 
Dear Editor: 

For some time now | have beenvan avid reader and subscriber 
of your publication. | must once again commend you and your 
staff on a tremendous job you have done this past season, Keep 
up the good work. 

| honestly feel that ‘Iron Mike” and his staff have made great 
strides in improving the Bears and | only hope that they continue 
to make the necessary transactions to further strengthen the 1986 
edition. 

Whereas it is no secret that the ‘85 squad is by far and away 
the best team in the’NFL at this point, | do think that the current 
Bear squad could be improved in a couple of areas prior to next 
season. Here are a few ideas for the off-season. 

First of all, 1 would ink both Richard Dent and Todd Bell to long- 
term contracts. Secondly, | feel that the Bears should trade Al 
Harris this winter for a second or third-round pick inthe "86 draft. 
As for the draft, | feel that Chicago should draft “specialty” players 
in the early rounds. With this being the year of the runner, it would 
be nice if Jerry Vainisi could swing a trade for an earlier pick in 
the first round and maybe took to obtain a Keith Byars or a Rue- 
ben Mayes for the future. If a quality running back is not availa- 
ble, | would definitely opt for a WR. David Williams of Illinois or 
Tim McGhee of Tennessee may be a wise coup. Otherwise, the 
“Bear brass” may look to the best athlete this time around. 

Well, ther you have it, a few more ideas for next year. Let's 
hope that the Bears will be selecting inthe 28th spot of the first 
round, the ultimate reward for SUPER BOWL CHAMPIONS only. 

Glen McBride, Jr. 
Sibley, 1A 


Don’t Overlook Richardson 
Dear Doug, 
1am disappointed to say that you did not mention Mike Richard- 
son in your list of non-Pro Bowlers, Too many times cornerbacks 
are judged by the number of interceptions they get. Richardson 
should definitely be in the Pro Bowl. What I’m trying to say is 
that if nobody ever throws to his man, how can he get a pick-off? 
Pease, think this over. 
Thanks for a GREAT season Bears! 
Scott Davis 
Highland, IL 


MONDAYS! 


9:09-9:30'a:m. 
on 


WJRC 
Joliet 
1510 AM 


“Inside The Chicago Bears”’ 


Join Joe Paschen, WJRC Sports Director, 
and Wally Gullick, Chicago Bears 
Sportswriter, as they bring you the 
authoritative inside news of Bears players, 
games, strategy and predictions. 

Keep tuned to WJRC (1510 AM). . . Will 
County's Sports Leader. . . for in-depth 
professional coverage of Will County sports 
action. . .every week of the year. 


BROUGHT TO YOU'BY 


EARL’S CAFE 


1987 W. Jefferson. . . Joliet 


THE BEARS IN ACTION! 


For mail orders, use the convenient 
coupon. For telephone orders using your ma- 
jor credit card, call now toll-free 800-824- 
7888, ask for Operator 5. We'll be happy to ac- 
cept your order 24 hours a day, 7 days.a week. 


On offense. On-defense. On the score- 
board and in the record books, the Bears are 
making history and headlines. Now there's a 
poster licensed by National Football League 
Properties that captures Bears’ highlights 
during this memorable season. 

__ The poster features on-field action in full 
color. The border is richly finished in the 


’ Bears’ official colors, accompanied by silver 


graphics. A complete team roster—plus 
coaches and management —is included. 
Measuring 36 inches wide by 20 inches high, 


| this seven-color poster is produced ona heavy 


art paper selected for its brilliance and clarity. 

A quality commemorative, this poster is 
perfect for framing. It’s ready right now, and 
can be shipped directly to you for $20 plus $3 
for shipping and handling. 


=GREENWICH | 
WORKSHOP ® 


30 Lindeman Drive, Trumbull, CT 06611 (203) 371-6568 
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The Greenwich Workshop 

30 Lindeman Drive 

Trumbull, CT 06611 

For credit card orders only, call 800-824-7888, ask for operator 
5. AMEX, VISA, MasterCard accepted. 

Please send me _____ copies of the Chicago Bears poster at $20 
each, plus a shipping and handling charge of $3 (for orders up 
to 5 posters). 


Enclosed is my check (Sorry, no'C.0.D:) 
Bill to my VISA MasterCard AMEX 
Account Number Exp. Date 
Signature 
Ship to: 
name 
number and street 
city, state and zip code 
phone 


